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WASHINGTON - AP - Federal
Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke
told Congress Wednesday that trou-
bled mortgage giants Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac are in “no danger of
failing.”

The Fed chief made his remarks to
the House Financial Services
Committee, his second day on
Capitol Hill where he briefed law-
makers on the problems plaguing the
economy.

Bernanke appeared amid a back-
drop of fading confidence in the U.S.
financial system and in the national
economy.

The Fed and the Treasury
Department on Sunday came to the
rescue of mortgage giants Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac, offering to
throw them a financial lifeline.

The two companies hold or guar-
antee more than $5 trillion in mort-
gages — almost half of the nation’s
total— and are major sources of
financing for the mortgage market.
The Bush administration is asking
Congress to temporarily increase
lines of credit to Fannie and Freddie
and to let the government buy their
stock. The Fed has offered to let the
companies draw emergency loans.

The pledges of aid have raised
concerns on Capitol Hill and else-
where about the government’s role in
intervening to ease such financial
troubles and the risk posed to tax-
payers.

The two mortgage giants are “ade-
quately capitalized,” Bernanke said.
However, “weakness of market con-
fidence is having an effect” on the
companies, making it difficult for
them to raise capital.

The companies’ shares have
plunged as losses from their mort-
gage holdings threatened their finan-
cial survival.

The government’s rescue plan was
intended to send a signal to nervous
investors worldwide that the govern-

ment is prepared to take all necessary
steps to prevent the credit market
troubles that started last year from
engulfing financial markets and fur-
ther weakening the economy and
housing markets.

“We will work our way through
these financial storms,” Bernanke
said.

Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson
told Congress on Tuesday that he
hoped this lifeline won’t need to be
used. He said the pledge was aimed
at boosting eroding investor confi-
dence in the companies.

Bernanke said the “best solution”
is to keep Fannie and Freddie “in
their current form” as opposed to
having the government take them
over. It is also vital for Congress to
boost regulatory oversight on the two
companies. Such powers are con-
tained in a sweeping housing-rescue
package. Congressional leaders plan
to add to the bill the provisions
Paulson is seeking to aid Fannie and
Freddie.

The Fannie and Freddie troubles
came on the heels of the failure of
IndyMac Bank. Earlier this year, a
run on investment bank Bear Stearns
pushed the company to the edge of
bankruptcy and into a takeover by
JPMorgan Chase, backed financially
by the Fed.

“How long before we hear a
splash? Is there a bottom?” Rep.
Emanuel Cleaver, a Missouri
Democrat, asked of the financial
troubles.

Spencer Bachus of Alabama, the
panel’s most senior Republican, said
of the housing boom-to-bust situa-
tion: “Fortunes were made on the
way up and pain will be felt on the
way down.”

With the bust, banks and other
financial companies have racked up
huge losses due to soured mortgage
investments. Foreclosures rose to
record highs.

Fannie Mae And Freddie
Mac Are In “No Danger”

Nationally known author, lecturer
and caregiving expert Kari Berit will
speak about the challenges and expe-
riences of caregiving at a Family
Caregiver Workshop, Sat., July 19,
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m, at the North
Central-Flint Hills Area Agency on
Aging, 401 Houston St. in
Manhattan. 

Kari Berit helps Boomers and their
parents have creative dialogues on
difficult, emotion-laden topics that
leave us all tongue-tied. Some of the
issues she’ll cover include home ver-
sus group living, mobility chal-
lenges, end of life preferences and
financial and real estate planning.
Her latest book is The Unexpected
Caregiver: How Boomers Can Keep

Mom & Dad Active, Safe and
Independent.  For more information
about Berit, visit her web site at
www.kariberit.com.

Sponsors for this workshop are the
North Central-Flint Hills Area
Agency on Aging, Kansas East
Conference United Methodist
Church Center on Aging, Kansas
State University and College Avenue
Methodist Church.

The cost to attend is $30 per per-
son or $45 per household.
Scholarships for family caregivers
include grants to provide for home
health care for care recipients during
the time of the conference. For infor-
mation or to register in advance, call
800-432-2703 or 785-776-9294.

Berit To Speak At

Caregiver Workshop

Kathleen Soupene, a St. George
resident has been awarded the presti-
gious Certified Healthcare
Administrative Professional (cHAP)
Designation by the Association of
Healthcare Administrative
Professionals (AHCAP) of the
American Hospital Association, the
largest society dedicated to health-
care executive assistants.

Administrative Professionals who
receive the cHAP Designation have
met stringent requirements in educa-
tion, direct professional experience
and areas of professional develop-
ment; and successfully completed
the cHAP examination, demonstrat-
ing comprehensive knowledge of
substantive skills that provide value
and distinction in an increasingly
competitive marketplace.  Kathleen
is the16th member to have achieved
cHAP Certification and is herein rec-

ognized for being among the elite in
the critical and demanding field of
healthcare administration.

Healthcare consumers and staff
can be assured that cHAP Designees
subscribe to a strict code of ethics,
have access to the latest technology
and are specialists in competencies
performed regularly in practice that
are considered vital to competent
practice. 

Kathleen is an Executive Assistant
to the CEO with Mercy Regional
Health Center in Manhattan.  She has
been a member of the AHCAP since
2006 and serves on the Flint Hills
Community Clinic Board of
Directors; a free health care clinic, in
Manhattan, KS.  Kathleen encour-
ages professionals to “keep setting
goals and when achieved set another
one”.

Kathleen Soupene 
Earns cHAP Designation

“Closer” Powerful, Funny Play At The MAC
“A powerful, darkly, funny play

about the cosmic collision between
the sun of love and the comet of
desire” Newsweek

Winner of the 1998 Olivier Award
for Best Play and the 1999 New York
Drama Critics Circle Award for Best
Foreign Play, CLOSER will be pre-
sented July 24, 25, 27, 31 and August
1-2.  Please note that there is no per-
formance on Saturday, July 26. 

“CLOSER is a sad, savvy, often
funny play that casts a steely,
unblinking gaze at the world of rela-

tionships and lets you come to your
own conclusions…” NY Magazine.
Written by Patrick Marber, CLOSER
focuses on the lives of Dan, Alice,
Larry, and Anna, four individuals in
“the body business”:   Dan writes
obituaries, Alice is a stripper, Anna is
a photographer, and Larry is a der-
matologist.  The play revolves
around their quest for love, intimacy,
companionship, and truth.  Set in
contemporary London, the four
develop and destroy relationships
based on their individualistic needs

and emotional safety.   Marber’s
script has “a raw emotionality rarely
heard in art or life.  It cuts like bro-
ken glass…full of bitter, intelligent,
unvarnished truth” Variety.  

Directed by Dwight Tolar, the per-
formance will slice into the audi-
ence’s emotional extremities forcing
questions about relationships, while
causing us to speculate the flaws in
these frail human beings, and ulti-
mately ourselves.  “In its cutting con-
temporary picture of sexual desire
and emotional failure, CLOSER is a

brilliantly unusual virtual reality that
rings true.  The best new play on
Broadway.”  NY Observer.

This show contains strong lan-
guage and is not suitable for audi-
ences under 18.  Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday performances are at
7:30 pm, Sunday matinee is at 2 pm.
Tickets are $10. Order your tickets
and choose your seats online! Visit
us on the web at www.manhatta-
narts.org, e-mail boxoffice@manhat-
tanarts.org, or call 537-4420 for
more information.

Two Cases Dropped In Finney County
By JOHN HANNA
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ A legal battle
over two proposed coal-fired power
plants in southwest Kansas has become
less complicated and could be resolved
more quickly because of a district judge’s
action Tuesday.

In Finney County, Judge Philip Vieux
dismissed two lawsuits filed by compa-
nies seeking to build the plants against
the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment and Secretary Rod Bremby.
He has blocked the plants since October
over concerns about global warming,
which many scientists link to man-made
greenhouse gases.

Sunflower Electric Power Corp., based
in Hays, and Tri-State Generation and
Transmission Association Inc., of
Westminister, Colo., didn’t fight the

department’s attempt to dismiss their
lawsuits.

Four more legal challenges are pend-
ing elsewhere. The companies’ attorneys
concluded that having the Finney County
cases dismissed would result more quick-
ly in a definitive ruling from the Kansas
Supreme Court, said Sunflower
spokesman Steve Miller.

``We’re interested in speed, to get
through all these cases so that we can be
set back on the course we were original-
ly on,’‘ Miller said. ``The quicker we can
get there, the happier we can be.’‘

Department of Health and
Environment spokesman Mike
Heideman said the agency needed to
review the dismissal and didn’t have an
immediate reaction.

In October, Bremby denied Sunflower
an air-quality permit for the two plants,

which would be built outside Holcomb,
in Finney County. About 86 percent of
the new power would go to Tri-State and
Amarillo, Texas-based Golden Spread
Electric Cooperative.

Sunflower, Tri-State and many state
lawmakers contend Bremby overstepped
his authority, because the state has no law
or regulation setting emissions standards
for carbon dioxide.

Vieux said in a telephone interview
Tuesday that he concluded he didn’t have
the authority to hear Sunflower’s and Tri-
State’s lawsuits. He pointed to a 2006
state law that says a challenge to the
denial of an air-quality permit goes
through the state Court of Appeals,
bypassing district courts.

One of the four remaining legal chal-
lenges is an administrative appeal from
Sunflower asking Bremby to reconsider

his decision.
Sunflower and Tri-State each filed a

lawsuit with the Court of Appeals. The
Finney County Commission and the
Garden City Area Chamber of
Commerce also filed a lawsuit with the
appellate court.

The Kansas Supreme Court stepped in
and took over those three cases, but the
justices in April said that they wouldn’t
move forward until the administrative
appeal and the two Finney County cases
were resolved.

Meanwhile, the Republican-controlled
Legislature tried to enact a law to over-
turn Bremby’s decision, but Democratic
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius vetoed three
bills. Environmentalists oppose the $3.6
billion project, but it enjoys bipartisan
support because many legislators view it
as economic development.

Editorial
By Jon A. Brake

The City of Manhattan has a
problem. It is a big financial debt
and credit problem. And if the
City of Manhattan has a problem,
you as a citizen and taxpayer has a
problem.

The City of Manhattan’s debt
has gone from $63.2 million in
2007 to $119.7 in 2008. That is a
42% increase.

You know that redeveloping
Downtown will have a big impact
on the City debt. That $51.2 mil-
lion increase in City debt does not
include any downtown redevelop-
ment. 

According to the figures given
by the City Administration early
in 2008 the City will incur $77.6
million more debt with the down-

ued tax base growth and the city’s
adherence to a debt management
plan. At 3.8% and 4.4% respectively,
the City’s direct and overall debt bur-
dens are both above national medi-
an.”

The City’s debt is above the
national median for cities our size
but the City  has a debt management
plan that it adheres to, giving it a bet-
ter rating. The City has a debt man-
agement plan that says: “To help
moderate the impact on the general
levy, officials adopted a formal debt
management policy in 2002, which
prevents the city from issuing more
general obligation debt than it retires
each year.” And that has been true
but when the downtown redevelop-
ment bonds start coming on line the
debt management policy will be put
away. They can not keep up with that

much debt coming on so fast.
But the Administration and

Commissioner will say: “Most of
the debt is Specials for new roads
in new growth areas and that will
be paid by the property owners.
But if the owners or builders
default on the Specials the City of
Manhattan must pay them. It the
last year default or late payment
on Specials have gone from 3% to
10%. It means the City will be
paying more and more Specials if
this continues.

This City Commission and this
Administration has put the City of
Manhattan in a financial box. It
will take 20 years and higher and
higher taxes. It was poor manage-
ment in the beginning and it is
poor management now.

town redevelopment. That includes
$50 million in STAR Bonds, $21.8
million in TIF Bonds and $5.8 mil-
lion in TDD Bonds. 

By the end of construction of the
downtown area the City will have a
debt of $196.8 million. That does not
include money for a new swimming
pool or construction of anything else
for the next 20 years.

What does this mean? It means the
money the City receives by selling
bonds could get very expensive.

Moody’s Investors Service is a
company that rates bonds when a
government body sells bonds.
Manhattan has a Aa3 rating from
Moody’s. That is a good rating but
here is what Moody’s has to say
about the debt: “Moody’s believes
the city’s debt levels remain manage-
able, given expectations for contin-

City Debt Up 42% In 
Two Years, Set To Go Higher

This photo of a building under construction on the west side of Best Buy was taken in July 2007. As of today it has not been rented.

Chairman Bernanke:
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Allan W. Sumners, 92, Wabaunsee,
died July 9, 2008, at Valley Vista Good
Samaritan Center in Wamego, Kansas.

Allan was born January 27, 1916 at
Manhattan Kansas, the son of William D.
and Anna (Nan) Dodge Sumners. Allan
lived his entire life in the
Manhattan/Wamego area. He attended
grade school in Wabaunsee and Zeandale
and graduated from St. George High
school.

On November 5, 1939, Allan was unit-
ed in marriage to Maxine M. Bowman by
Reverend James A. Leach at the
Methodist Parsonage in Manhattan,
Kansas. Allan spent many years of his

life as a farmer/rancher in the Deep
Creek, Tuttle Creek and Broderick com-
munities. He worked for the State
Highway Department located in
Wamego, Kansas and also as a civilian
employee at Fort Riley. Upon his retire-
ment, he continued to work and care for
the land as he was a very good steward of
the earth.

Mr. Sumners was a member of the
Beecher Bible and Rifle Church in
Wabaunsee.  At their home in
Wabaunsee, he took pleasure in keeping
his garden plentiful and free of weeds
and was known for harvesting bounteous
crops of fruits and vegetables that he
shared with family, neighbors, and
friends.

He is survived by his wife, Maxine, of

Allan Sumners

BUFFALO
MEAT
All natural, 

No hormones, 

Grass fed, 

Low cholesterol.
Across from 

Manhattan Airport

www.plumleeranch.com

785-539-2255

Obituaries

We will use the best materials for the job and budget; you can rely on us to com-
plete the project to your satisfaction. We have the residential expertise to provide a
quality, finished product. We are specialist in hail and storm damage.

Aztec

Roofing is a

full service

roofing 

company.

aztecroofing.com 816-842-0101 e-Mail aztec_1@att.net

Wabaunsee. Other survivors include his
son, John William, of Wabaunsee, his son
Robert Dean and his wife, Frankie, of
Westmoreland and their children John
Quinten and his wife Crystal of Omaha,
Nebraska, Megan Renee Sumners of
Kansas City, Missouri and Robert Allan
Sumners and his wife, Danielle, of
Manhattan, Kansas. Allan is also sur-
vived by two great grandchildren, Jaden
William Sumners and Quinten Josiah
Sumners of Omaha, Nebraska. He was
preceded in death by his son, Ronald J.
Sumners, on May 18, 2000. Ronald’s
children are Robyn Michelle Bell and her
husband, Chad, of North Hollywood,
California, Nathan Michael Sumners and
Seth Daniel Sumners both of Wichita,
Kansas and Jacob Thomas Sumners and

his fiancée Maritza Cedeno of
Manhattan, Kansas. Mr. Sumners was
also preceded in death by a sister,
Elizabeth Davis, of Medford, Oregon. 

Funeral services were held at the
Beecher Bible and Rifle Church in
Wabaunsee on Monday, July 14, 2008 at
10:30 a.m. Burial followed at the
Wabaunsee Cemetery.

On-line condolences may be left for
the family through the funeral home
website located at www.ymlfuneral-
home.com Memorial contributions may
be made to the Beecher Bible and Rifle
Church of Wabaunsee or Valley Vista
Good Samaritan Center of Wamego and
left in care of the Yorgensen-Meloan-
Londeen Funeral Home at 1616 Poyntz
Avenue in Manhattan, Kansas.

James E. Johnston, age 83, died on
Sunday July 13, 2008 at the Mercy
Regional  Health Center, Manhattan,
Kansas.

He was born on April 7, 1925 in
Pernell, Oklahoma the son of William A.
& Estella (Kinder) Johnston.  He worked
for the Federal Government Civil Service
Corp of Engineers. He was very proud of
being able to work as a Reservoir
Manager at Tuttle Creek Dam. He was

united in marriage on November 24,
1946 in Norfolk, VA to Dorothy Lang.
This union was blessed with two sons:
Robert and Michael.

James loved being with his family and
riding motorcycles.

He was a member of the National Rifle
Association and the American
Motorcycle Association.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, a brother: Darvis and a sister:
Joreen Ugaste.

Survivors include his wife Dorothy of
the home; 2 sons: Robert Johnston of

James Johnston Manhattan and Michael Johnston and his
wife Jean of Manhattan; 1 grandson:
Kenneth Johnston and special friend
Bridgette Poulson who are expecting
James’s first great-grandbaby in two
weeks.  He is also survived by many
other family and friends.

Funeral Services will be held at 10:30
a.m. on Thursday July 17 at the
Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen Funeral
Home with Rev. Moon-Hee Chung offi-
ciating. Interment will follow in the
Sunrise Cemetery, Manhattan.  Family
will receive friends from 6:00 p.m. until

7:00 p.m. on Wednesday July 16, 2008 at
the Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen Funeral
Home.

Memorial contributions may be made
to the Motorcycle Poker Run to support
Chapman, Kansas or to the First United
Methodist Church in care of the
Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen Funeral
Home 1616 Poyntz Ave., Manhattan, KS
66502.

On-line condolences may be left for
the family through the funeral home
website at: www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

Mary Belle Shepherd, 91, of
Havensville, passed away Sunday
July 13, 2008 at Valley Vista Good
Samaritan Center in Wamego.

She was born on May 18, 1917 in
Deepwater, Missouri, the daughter of
John and Alice (Demaree) Teter.
Mary moved to Kansas in 1930 and

attended the rural Havensville
Schools.  On February 26, 1938, she
married Ernest Paul Shepherd in
Havensville.  To this union, six chil-
dren were born, Francis, Gale, Mary,
Patricia, Mildred and Arlene.  Ernest
preceded her in death on March 2,
1969.  Mary was a devoted home-
maker, mother and wife. She worked
with her husband on the family
farm.  She enjoyed sewing and gar-

Mary Shepherd dening.  She also loved her dog
“Shorty”.

She is survived by: her sons, Gale
Shepherd of Wabaunssee, KS, and
Francis Shepherd of Belvue, KS; her
daughter, Arlene Shepherd of
Havensville, KS; her 9 grandchil-
dren, 17 great grandchildren, and 2
great-great grandchildren;  In addi-
tion to her husband, Mary was also
preceded in death by her daughters,

Lt. Col. (Ret.) LeRoy Richard

Waterman, 89, passed away peacefully at

his home in Manhattan on July 7th.  He

was a retired Air Force officer with 27

years service who resided in Manhattan

since 1970.

He was born to Wave Dabner

Waterman and John Henry Waterman in

Morrowville, Kansas on Feb 20, 1919.

As a young man growing up in rural

Washington County, Roy had three ambi-

tions: marry his sweetheart, fly airplanes

and live in Hawaii.  

Roy realized his first ambition by mar-

rying his childhood sweetheart, Velma

Irene Odgers, on June 30, 1940, and they

were together almost 60 years before

Velma passed away on April 4, 1999.

He accomplished his second goal in

1942 when he began flight training in

San Antonio as an Army Aviation cadet.

After completing pilot training in the

spring of 1943, he was assigned to the

12th Air Force, Mediterranean Theater of

Operations, where he flew 53 combat

missions in B-25 bombers in support of

Allied ground operations in Italy.  

Upon return from overseas he was

selected for a regular commission in the

newly established US Air Force, and was

engaged in pilot training until being

assigned to attend Kansas University to

complete a degree in Business

Administration.  

With the advent of the Korean conflict

he served with the Fifth Air Force in

Korea for two years, and returned to the

States for assignment to Headquarters,

US Air Force in Washington D.C.

During his duty at the Pentagon Roy

worked in the Industrial Resources office

where he was involved in the develop-

ment of titanium as a material for aircraft

uses, and the procurement and installa-

tion of heavy forging and extrusion

processes for that metal.  

Roy realized his third boyhood dream

in 1954 when he was assigned to Hawaii

as commander of Bellows Air Force

Base.  There he enhanced the base with

rest and recreation facilities that remain

popular with the military today.  

He later served as Professor of Air

Science at the University of New

Mexico, then returned to Washington DC

as Deputy Director of the Industrial

College of the Armed Forces and as a

lecturer for the National Security

Seminar, traveling throughout the U.S.

briefing civilian communities on nation-

al security and defense issues.  His last

major assignment was as the senior US

military advisor to the Korean Air Force

in Seoul, Korea. 

His military decorations included the

Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal

and Bronze Star. 

Roy retired from the Air Force in

1970 and moved his family to Manhattan

where he was associated for several years

with Manhattan’s Chamber of

Commerce.  

Roy Waterman Roy’s first priority was always to be a

dedicated husband and father.  An avid

reader, Roy pursued an amazing range of

interests.  He had an inquisitive and cre-

ative mind and was an accomplished

woodworker, amateur radio operator and

general ‘tinkerer’.  He was a man of let-

ters, a man of character and a man of

honor.  And he grew great beefsteak

tomatoes!

He was a life member of the Lafayette

Masonic Lodge No. 16, and was active in

Shriners.  The family requests that in lieu

of flowers, donations be made to the

Shriners Hospital for Children, PO Box

2778, Salina, 67402 or in care of the

Yorgensen-Meloan-Londeen Funeral

Home 1616 Poyntz Ave., Manhattan,

Kansas 66502.

Surviving family include four chil-

dren, 18 grandchildren, 21 great-grand-

children and one sister.  Children include

Charity Bushey and husband Max of

Parker, CO; Fred Waterman and wife

Marjory of San Antonio; Charlotte

Francis and husband Bill of Kaysville,

UT and John Waterman and wife Pamela

of Mesa, AZ.   Also surviving is one sis-

ter, Wilma Wave Wheeler, of Salina.

A private memorial service will be

held at the Washington City Cemetery,

Washington, Kansas at a later date.

There will be no visitation, the body was

cremated.

On-line condolences may be left for

the family through the funeral home

website at: www.ymlfuneralhome.com.

Mary Jones, Patricia Hibbs, and
Mildred Siefkins, her sisters, Alice
Rogers, Nellie Kirk, Henrietta
Smith, Ruth Roudybush and Josie
Maloney, her brother, John Teter Jr.,
3 sons-in-law, and 2 grandsons.

Graveside Funeral Services will be
Thursday July 17 at 11:00 a.m., at
America City Cemetery (6 miles
north of Havensville).  A visitation
will be held at Stewart Funeral Home
of Wamego Thursday morning from
9-10:00 a.m.   In lieu of flowers, the
family suggests memorials be made
to the Mary Shepherd Memorial
Fund. Contributions may be left in
care of Stewart Funeral Home, P.O.
Box 48, Wamego, 66547. Online
condolences may be left for the fam-
ily at

www.stewartfuneralhomes.com 

Since 1942       8838 Quail Lane, Manhat tan

We specialize in doing new construction,
kitchen and bath remodels, furnace, air
conditioner and geothermal installs, water
heaters, Northstar water softeners, Pex tub-
ing, galvanized water line change outs, and
repairs on all models of furnaces and air
condtioners.

Call for your free estimate on replacements

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) _ A Baxter
Springs man will not be going to prison
for blackmailing former Cherokee
County Attorney Michael L. Goodrich by
threatening to expose that the prosecutor
was extorting money from an adult club.

U.S. District Judge Monti Belot on
Monday sentenced Timothy Schooley to
two months of home detention and one
year's probation. He will also have to pay
a $1,000 fine.

As part of his sentencing, Schooley
was ordered to avoid alcohol and drugs
and attend a substance abuse program.

``If you flunk a drug test, you are
going to jail,'' Belot told him.

Schooley, 30, pleaded guilty in April
to a single count of blackmail in a deal
with federal prosecutors.

``I realized a lot for being in trouble
like this,'' Schooley told the judge before
sentencing Monday. ``I just want to say
I'm sorry.''

His attorney, Steven Gradert, told
Belot that if it had not been for the
``unfortunate friendship'' that his client
had with Goodrich, Schooley he would
not have been involved. He said
Schooley was simply ``going along for
the ride.''

Goodrich, who resigned Dec. 1, plead-
ed guilty in June to extorting money and
favors from Sensation's Gentlemen's
Club in Galena. His sentencing is Sept. 8.

Gradert told the judge his client is now
living on his own, rather than with his
parents, and paying child support. He
said Schooley's life is now headed in the
right direction.

``I would have to say this defendant
has grown up a bit,'' Gradert said.

No Prison
Time For

Blackmailer
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HUD Secretary Details New Mortgage Assistance Plan
By DAVID TWIDDY
Associated Press Writer

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) _
Housing Secretary Steve Preston
said Monday that a newly expanded
federal mortgage program would
help thousands of struggling borrow-
ers get safer, more affordable loans.

But Preston, speaking at the annu-
al meeting of the National
Association of Counties, warned that
a similar plan that passed the Senate
on Friday would ``tie our hands,''

forcing the Federal Housing
Administration to either cut back on
services or turn to taxpayers for more
money.

``We're hoping that reason will
prevail,'' he said.

The Bush administration unveiled
the FHA Secure program in August
2007, letting homeowners who had
good credit histories, but couldn't
afford their mortgage payments after
their adjustable-rate mortgages reset
to a higher interest rate, refinance

into mortgages insured by the FHA.
Preston said that since that pro-

gram went into effect, FHA has
helped refinance mortgages for
265,000 homeowners.

Beginning Monday, Preston said,
the program was expanding to also
offer FHA-insured mortgages to peo-
ple with adjustable-rate loans who
have missed three payments in the
past year or who have suffered a tem-
porary economic hardship, such as

reduced income or a medical emer-
gency.

He said the program would also
encourage lenders to renegotiate the
loans, such as bringing down the
interest rate or principle or extending
the payments.

However, the agency will now
charge homeowners insurance pre-
miums of up to 2.25 percent based on
their credit history.

``The change is absolutely essen-

Bush, Dems Blame Each Other For Prices
By TERENCE HUNT
AP White House Correspondent
WASHINGTON (AP) _ President

George W. Bush on Saturday tried to
pin the blame on Congress for soar-
ing energy prices and said lawmak-
ers need to lift long-standing restric-
tions on drilling for oil in pristine
lands and offshore tracts believed to
hold huge reserves of fuel.

``It’s time for members of
Congress to address the pain that
high gas prices are causing our citi-
zens,’‘ the president said. ``Every
extra dollar that American families
spend because of high gas prices is
one less dollar they can use to put
food on the table or send a child to
college. The American people
deserve better.’‘

With gasoline prices rising, Bush
and his Republican allies think
Americans are more willing to allow
drilling offshore and in an Alaska
wildlife refuge that environmental-
ists have fought successfully for

decades to protect. Nearly half the
people surveyed by the Pew
Research Center in late June said
they now consider energy explo-
ration and drilling more important
than conservation, compared with a
little over a third who felt that way
only five months ago. The sharpest
shift in attitude came among political
liberals.

Democrats say they are for
drilling, but argue that oil companies
aren’t going after the oil where they
already have leases. So why open
new, protected areas? they ask.
Democrats say there are 68 million
acres (27.5 million hectares) of fed-
eral land and waters where oil and
gas companies hold leases, but aren’t
producing oil.

``Americans are fed up every time
they go to fill up and they’re right to
demand action. But instead of a seri-
ous response, President Bush and his
allies simply repeat the same old line
more drilling,’‘ Democratic Rep.

Chris Van Hollen said in the
Democrats’ radio address.

``Democrats support more
drilling,’‘ he said. ``In fact, what the
president hasn’t told you is that the
oil companies are already sitting on
68 million acres of federal lands with
the potential to nearly double U.S.
oil production. That is why in the
coming days congressional
Democrats will vote on ‘Use It or
Lose It’ legislation requiring the big
oil companies to develop these
resources or lose their leases to
someone else who will.’‘

``But we know that drilling by
itself will not solve the problem of
high gas prices,’‘ Van Hollen said.
``We cannot drill our way to energy
independence.’‘

He cited Democrats’ calls to tap
the nation’s Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, because it is full and
``America’s rainy day is now.’‘ And
he said the country must focus on
new energy policies that focus on

alternatives to oil.
Bush said that Democrats are at

fault and that ``Americans are
increasingly frustrated with
Congress’ failure to take action.

``One of the factors driving up
high gas prices is that many of our
oil deposits here in the United States
have been put off-limits for explo-
ration and production. Past efforts to
meet the demand for oil by expand-
ing domestic resources have been
repeatedly rejected by Democrats in
Congress.’‘

Bush repeated his call for
Congress to lift the restrictions,
including a ban on offshore drilling.
A succession of presidents from
George H.W. Bush to Bill Clinton to
the current president have sided
against drilling in these waters as has
Congress each year for 27 years,
seeking to protect beaches and
coastal states’ tourism economies.

Bush Lifts Executive Ban On Drilling
By BEN FELLER
Associated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) _ In another
push to deal with soaring gas prices,
President George W. Bush on
Monday will lift an executive ban on
offshore drilling that his stood since
his father was president. But the
move, by itself, will do nothing
unless Congress acts as well.

The president plans to officially
lift the ban and then explain his
actions in a statement, White House
press secretary Dana Perino said.

There are two prohibitions on off-
shore drilling, one imposed by
Congress and another by executive
order signed by former President
George H.W. Bush in 1990. The cur-
rent president, trying to ease market
tensions and boost supply, called last
month for Congress to lift its prohi-
bition before he did so himself.

But Perino said Bush no longer
wants to wait. She pinned blame on
the leaders of the Democratic
Congress, noting that no action has

been taken on this issue.
``They haven’t even held a single

hearing,’‘ Perino said. ``So we are
going to move forward, and hopeful-

ly that will spur action by the
Congress.’‘

Asked if Bush’s action alone will
lead to more oil drilling, Perino said,
``In terms of allowing more explo-
ration to go forward? No, it does
not.’‘

The president, in his final months
of office, has responded to record
gas-prices in the U.S. with a series of

proposals, including more oil explo-
ration. None would have immediate
impact on prices at the pump,
according to White House officials,
who say there is no quick fix. But
starting action now would help, they
say.

Bush’s proposal echoes a call by
Republican presidential candidate,
Sen. John McCain, to open the
Continental Shelf for exploration.

Congressional Democrats have
rejected the push to lift the drilling
moratorium, accusing the president
of hoping the U.S. can drill its way
out a problem.

Bush says offshore drilling could
yield up to 18 billion barrels of oil
over time, although it would take
years for production to start. Bush
also says offshore drilling would
take pressure off prices over time. In
addition, the president has proposed
opening the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge for drilling, lifting restric-
tions on oil shale leasing in the
Green River Basin of Colorado, Utah
and Wyoming and easing the regula-
tory process to expand oil refining
capacity.

Congressional Democrats, joined
by some Republican lawmakers from
coastal states, have opposed lifting
the prohibition that has barred ener-
gy companies from waters along
both the East and West coasts and in
the eastern Gulf of Mexico. A suc-
cession of presidents, from Bush’s
father to Bill Clinton, have sided
against drilling in these waters, as
has Congress each year for 27 years.
Their goal has to been to protect
beaches and coastal states’ tourism
economies.
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tial for FHA to be able to expand its
support and to be able to maintain
fair pricing for traditional customers
and to protect the American taxpay-
er,'' Preston said, adding that he esti-
mated the program would help
100,000 more people get refinanced.

Risk-based pricing has its critics,
however, as the Senate last week
included language in its foreclosure
rescue package that prohibits the
FHA from charging customers dif-
ferent interest rates. Opponents say
the higher rates would disproportion-
ately harm the poor, who would have
the most to benefit from getting out
of an adjustable-rate loan.

But Preston said that among FHA-
insured loans, people with the lowest
incomes tended to have the highest
credit scores _ a fact he attributed to
banks passing on lower-income cus-
tomers in favor of those with higher
income.

He said that without risk-based
pricing, the FHA faced several
unpleasant options.

``Either we're going to have to cut

back service to these people and tell
them we can't help them anymore,
we're going to have to increase prices
on all borrowers at a time when we
need them in the market, or we're
going to have to ask Congress for
funding, which this agency has never
done in its 73-year history,'' he said.

The Senate plan is by no means a
done deal as it differs significantly
from the House version and includes
provisions opposed by President
Bush.

Preston also praised efforts by the
Federal Reserve and the Treasury
Department to brace slumping mort-
gage lenders Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae, which have seen their
shares drop in recent weeks as they
struggled with loan defaults and
falling home prices. The Fed has
agreed to provide the two companies
with funding for mortgage loans at
reduced interest rates.

``Our markets today trade on con-
fidence or doubt,'' Preston said.
``These actions take doubt off the
table.'' 
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Washington- Rep. Nancy Boyda (D-KS) voted twice to block a simple step
toward lowering the cost of gasoline Wednesday.  Acting more like a lapdog to
party leaders than an independent voice for her constituents, Boyda is putting the
Democrat Party’s extremist ideology ahead of common sense solutions to lower
the price of gas for families who are being hit hard by rising fuel and food prices
(House Roll Call 495 and 497). 

The Fuel Mandate Reduction Act, if passed by Congress, would make America’s
fuel easier to produce and get to market, decreasing the cost of gas.  By eliminat-
ing onerous government mandates, the bill would stop heavy-handed government
regulations from driving up the price of gas.  Republicans are pushing the Fuel
Mandate Reduction Act as part of an “all of the above” strategy to lowering gas
prices, focusing on exploration for more fuel supply, conservation to decrease
demand, and innovation to develop technologies for the future. 

While Republicans have pushed real energy solutions, Boyda and the Democrats
have taken political cover and seek to “run out the clock” on Congress by avoid-
ing energy legislation. Earlier this week it was reported that “Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) appears intent on preventing votes on opening more areas to off-
shore drilling…” (Roll Call, 7/14/08) 

National Republican Congressional Committee.

Boyda Refuses to Consider Solutions 
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“We’re Not Leaving!”
The road to Wabaunsee is lined

with lush foliage of tall corn and soy-
beans oozing with oxygen and gob-
bling up tons of CO2. This past
Monday we were riding with Rosalie
Thompson, a real estate agent and
first Manhattanite we met when we
came to town 35 years ago. We were
going to the funeral of Allan
Sumners from whom we purchased
the land in 1974 on which we now
live. The funeral was held in the his-
toric Beecher Bible and Rifle Church
in Wabaunsee that was completed in
1862. Perhaps Ron Wilson will do a
“That’s Rural” story about the reason
for the interesting name. 

Well, even before the “Kansas
Fever” became contagious in New
England and Wabaunsee was settled,
frontiersmen in San Antonio were
making history for their bravery and
dedication to the cause of freedom.
In 1836 General Santa Anna and the
Mexican army were sweeping across
Texas. To be able to gain time to get
the main forces together to stop him,
General Sam Huston ordered
Colonel William Travis to defend the
Alamo at all costs. Volunteers led by
Jim Bowie and Davy Crockett aug-
mented Travis’ small troop. Col.
Travis gave them permission to
leave, but they said, “We’re not leav-
ing” and with their lives the uncom-
promising patriots snatched the
young Texas Republic from the
claws of tyranny. 

The politically correct mode of
operation in our day seems to be
compromise. But there are times
when compromise is simply the lack
of leadership. Michael Barone wrote
about another instance of uncompro-
mising leadership in our history 60

Thoughts
From The

Prairie

Dick Miller

Last Friday, on the Fourth of July, the

great patriot Jesse Helms passed away.

John Adams and Thomas Jefferson also

went to their great reward on

Independence Day, so this is further

proof of God. 

Helms is now the second great

American patriot I’ve always wanted to

meet and never will, at least in this life-

time. The only other one is the magnifi-

cent Reagan aide Lyn Nofziger.

(Wikipedia quote: “I sometimes lie

awake at night trying to think of some-

thing funny that Richard Nixon said.”) 

After a week of hundreds of Helms

obituaries — one or two of which were

not completely dishonest — I will men-

tion just a few items that were not

addressed or given sufficient attention. 

The two most obsessively discussed

topics among Senate staffers are: (1)

Who is the stupidest senator? (Sen.

Barbara Boxer pulled into the lead when

Sen. Lincoln Chafee retired), and (2)

which senators are beastly and which are

wonderful to their staff? 

When I worked in the Senate in the

‘90s, the two senators famous for being

absolute princes to work for were Sen.

Helms and — it pains me to tell you this,

so you know it has to be true — Sen.

Teddy Kennedy. (He was so nice to his

staffers, he frequently offered them rides

home in his car after parties.) 

I never knew — and you never knew,

unless you read one of the two honest

obituaries this past week — that in 1962

Helms and his wife “Dot” adopted a 9-

year-old orphan with cerebral palsy.

They already had two daughters and

Helms was 41 years old at the time. But

it was Christmastime and they read about

Charlie in a newspaper. He said all he

wanted for Christmas was a mother and

father. 

In the 1976 North Carolina Republican

primary, Helms engineered Ronald

Reagan’s upset victory over Gerald Ford,

the sitting president. That victory carried

Reagan to the convention and made him

the front-runner in 1980. The night

Reagan won the 1980 presidential elec-

tion, Helms famously uttered the beauti-

ful words: “God has given America one

more chance.”

In 1984, Helms’ re-election campaign

was the then-most expensive Senate race

in history. His Democratic opponent,

Gov. Jim Hunt, received campaign con-

tributions from the usual dotty liberals:

Barbra Streisand, Phil Donahue, Marlo

Thomas, Paul Newman, Woody Allen —

all, no doubt, steeped in North Carolina

politics.

Shockingly, Hunt also received a

donation from Arthur Sulzberger, pub-

lisher of the nonpartisan, totally objec-

tive, straight-down-the-middle New York

Times. Which I guess explains the nasty

obituary last week. 

Meanwhile, Helms received contribu-

tions mostly from America’s two most

dangerous fringe groups: housewives

and businessmen. His few celebrity sup-

porters included Gene Autry and Ellin

Berlin, wife of composer Irving Berlin,

the patriotic Jewish immigrant who

wrote “White Christmas” and “God

Bless America.” 

Other Republicans loved to run in

years when Helms was up for election

because, like a Marine exposing himself

to enemy fire to let his comrades escape,

all the Hollywood money would be ded-

icated to defeating Helms. 

On election night 1984, a friend of

mine was at a Republican victory party in

Michigan when suddenly a group of

Hasidim broke out in cheering and danc-

ing. Was “Fiddler on the Roof” being

made into a major motion picture? He

looked up at the mammoth TV screen. It

read: “Jesse Helms Wins North

Carolina.” 

Helms was viciously and falsely por-

trayed as a racist — including in the

totally objective New York Times obitu-

ary last week. In January 1963, a decade

before Helms would run for office, he

editorialized about Harvey Gantt, the

first black student to be admitted to

Clemson University in South Carolina. 

Helms praised Gantt to the skies, say-

ing he had “stoutly resisted the pose of a

conquering hero” and had “turned away

from the liberal press and television net-

works which would glorify him.” Gantt,

Helms said, just wanted to be an architect

and “Clemson is the only college in

South Carolina that can teach him how to

be one.” 

Funny how that little tidbit didn’t

make the Times obituary. They must

have cut it for “space.” 

Helms was for integration; he was

simply against “movements.” He would

later hire James Meredith, who was the

first black to attend the University of

Mississippi — with the assistance of fed-

eral troops. By 1989, Meredith’s views

had come around to those of Helms, not

the other way around. 

After years of reading and studying

and attending law school at Columbia

University, Meredith concluded that

blacks had been better off when they

worked for themselves and not for white

liberals. (Having worked for white liber-

als myself, I couldn’t agree more.)

Meredith claimed Helms fired him as

domestic policy adviser after a year

because he was too right-wing for

Helms. 

Which reminds me: I’ll have to try to

meet Meredith before the next Fourth of

July. 

Liberals discount Helms’ hiring of

Meredith on the grounds that Meredith

had wandered off the reservation.

(Blacks are allowed to have only one set

of political views.) It just shows you how

stupid liberals are: Blacks don’t live on

reservations; Indians do. 

It’s pretty much the same thing liberals

are accusing B. Hussein Obama of right

now. In its July 4 editorial, the Times

harangued Obama for his diversions

from the liberal line on Iraq, the domes-

tic surveillance bill, capital punishment

and guns. I believe the editorial was

titled something like, “Get in Line, N-

word.” 

To paraphrase Dan Quayle, to be

called a racist by these people is a badge

of honor. Rest in peace, Jesse Helms:

New York Times stock was recently low-

ered to a notch above junk bond status. 

COPYRIGHT 2008 ANN COULTER

Ann 

Coulter
The New York Times Vs.

Helms, Part 529,876

Ann Coulter

years ago. On June 23, 1948, the
Russians cut off land access to West
Berlin that was occupied by
American forces. Eight million
pounds of food and coal were needed
every day. The Secretary of State and
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs said
West Berlin was indefensible and
that we should withdraw. According
to Barone, “One man disagreed.
President Harry Truman, in one cru-
cial meeting after another, said,
‘We’re not leaving Berlin.’” 

Barone says the story of the Berlin
airlift and Gen. William Tunner’s
uncompromising leadership and
“American expertise, ingenuity, and
generosity is told vividly by Andrei
Cherny in his wonderfully readable
book The Candy Bombers. Today,
we know how it ended…But Truman
couldn’t know those things in those
first days…He knew only that we
weren’t leaving Berlin…The lessons
are clear. Stand fast. Put the right
men in charge. And never doubt the

capacity of the men and women of
the American military, when given
the right orders, to perform far better
than the experts predict.” (To wit, the
surge in Iraq.)

In the early 1960s, the United
States was lagging in the space race
and again it was the vision and
uncompromising leadership of one
man who turned the tide. On May 25,
1961, President John F. Kennedy
declared, “I believe that this nation
should commit itself to achieving the
goal, before this decade is out, of
landing a man on the Moon and
returning him safely to the Earth.”
On July 20, 1969, Apollo 11 landed
on the Moon and Commander Neil
Armstrong stepped out of the lunar
module Eagle and broadcast to the
world, “That’s one small step for
man, one giant step for mankind.” 

We must take another giant step if
we are to continue as a viable world
power: We must remove the shackles
of energy dependency. Ted Nugent,
writing in Human Events, claims,
“We’ve got plenty of energy in
America. What we don’t have are
statesmen willing to let the free mar-
ket here capture it, process it and sell
it.”

Zweibel, Mason and Fthenakis,
authors of an article in the January
2008 issue of Scientific American,
argue that, “The U.S. needs a bold
plan to free itself from fossil fuels.
Our analysis convinces us that a
massive switch to solar power is the
logical answer.” T. Boone Pickens
claims we have a $700 billion per
year noose around our neck and
argues, “We cannot drill our way out
of the crisis.” He claims he has a
plan.

Finally we admit we have an ener-
gy crisis. Hello, world. The good
news is that we have the technology
and the resources to solve it. What
we need is a leader with vision and
uncompromising determination who
will declare, “We are not leaving.
Before this decade is out we will be
free from the bondage of OPEC oil!
Period.”
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Dick Miller has filed for the House of Representatives District 67. The Free Press is required to place a disclosure
on the column “Thoughts From The Prairie” stating that it is political advertising and that it is being paid for by the
Publishers Jon and Linda Brake. The Free Press wants to continue running  “Thoughts From The Prairie”, it is a
way for Mr. Miller to express views that would never be covered by the local media. Elected officials have a tremen-
dous advantageover rival candidates. For two (Representatives) or four (Senators) years Elected Officials are inter-
viewed on radio and in newspapers on events that are going on in Topeka. These interviews are reported as news but
they help and promote the official for the next election.( “Thoughts From The Prairie” - A column by Dick Miller,
candidate for the Kansas House of Representative District 67, is considered Political Advertising, and as such is
being paid for by Jon and Linda Brake, Publishers of the Manhattan Free Press.)
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Optical Perspectives
We’ve  Moved  to  our  New  Location

Larry Kluttz 930 Hayes Drive, Suite E. 
Certified Optician                       Manhattan, Kansas
Owner

(785)539-5105                                    Fax: (785)539-2324

In Business Since 1991   785-776-3302  Dealer Vintage Silverware
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32 OZ. FOUNTAIN DRINKS
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SNICKERS 2 FOR $1.00
___________________________________________

Marlboro: Pack: $3.64 - Carton: $34.49

Winston: Pack $3.49 - Carton: $32.99

Camel: Pack $3.39 - Carton: $32.49

Pall Mall:Pack $2.75 - Carton: $25.99

Liggett $2.75 - Carton 25.99
- Prices Are Subject To Change Without Notice -

Special: Marlboro 3 Pack - $10.35

Camel 3 Pack - $9.90

Liggett 3Pack - $7.65

Fresh DONUTS
Every Morning!!

Check Our U-Haul Prices 

Reserve Your

U-Hall 

323-0307 or 539-2827

The Board of County
Commissioners 

Of Riley County, Kansas
The Regular meeting of the Board

of County Commissioners met at the
Riley County Plaza East Building
July 7, 2008 with the following
members present:  Bob Newsome,
Chairman; Alvan Johnson, Vice
Chair; Mike Kearns, Member; and
Rich Vargo, County Clerk.

8:30 Public Comment & Business
Meeting

Clancy Holeman, Counselor
/Director of Administrative Services;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Bill Felber,
Manhattan Mercury; and Leon
Hobson, Director of Public
Works/County Engineer, attended.

The Board of County
Commissioners signed a Riley
County Personnel Action Form for
Anne Donavan, a Museum Weekend
Assistant, in the Museum
Department, for Separation from
County Service, effective July 30,
2008.

The Board of County
Commissioners signed a Riley
County Position Action Form for a
Museum – Weekend Assistant, in the
Museum Department, at a grade 6.

Johnson moved to approve the
minutes of July 3, 2008 as amended.
Kearns seconded. Carried 3-0.

9:00 Clancy Holeman, Counselor
/Director of Administrative Services 

Administrative Work Session
Bill Felber, Manhattan Mercury;

Lyndal Nyberg, League of Women
Voters; and Johnette Shepek, Budget
and Finance Officer, attended.

Holeman stated Kearns and him-
self met with the KAC Policy
Committee to discuss Community
Corrections consolidation via,
SB684.

Holeman said Meredith said he
will contact the Park Advisory Board
members to see if someone would
like to be appointed as a representa-
tive on a committee to participate in
development of the proposed
“Bicycle Master Plan” for this com-
munity.

Holeman stated the landowners in
the White Canyon Development
have decided to address their road
issues themselves.

Johnson suggested Hobson present
a work session to discuss establish-
ing roads in county residential devel-
opments.

Holeman asked the Board of
County Commissioners if they want
the Counselor’s Office involved in
the cleanup of the Riley County
Police Department consolidation
statutes?

The Board of County
Commissioners agreed the
Counselor’s Office should be
involved.

Holeman stated he has talked to
Bill Frost about the City reimbursing
Riley County for our $25,000.00
deductible for the LEC contents cov-
erage due to the flooding. Holeman
said Frost will discuss the matter
with City staff.

Johnson suggested an investiga-
tive report of the LEC flooding situ-
ation. Johnson said he would like to
know what the cause of the event
was.

Kearns stated he figures we will
get the information from our insur-
ance company.

Shepek said Traveler’s Insurance
does not intend to determine the
cause, because they are the same
company the City has coverage with.

Kearns suggested putting it in
writing requesting the reimburse-
ment from the City for the
deductible.

Kearns asked about the ambulance
warranty.

Holeman said he has a meeting
setup with them on the ambulance
warranty matter.

Newsome said at Randolph on
Saturday there were multiple police,
ambulance, and emergency vehicles
there. Newsome said at gas prices,
should a policy be developed to limit
the use of fuel?

The Board of County
Commissioners suggested the Riley
County Police Department Director

ect this last week.  
The items which remain on this

project before it can be opened to
traffic are:  grading and installation
of the guard fence and the asphalt
paving at both ends of the project.

As for the Silver Creek Bridge
project 

The Contractor worked on the
abutments, installed the backwall
protection system, backfilled the
abutments, formed up the bridge
rails, removed the asphalt from the
area for the approach slabs and then
poured the approach slab footings. 

This week they will work on pour-
ing the approaches, and as time
allows they will work on pouring the
bridge rails and removing the false-
work. 

As always, the proposed schedules
are subject to change as a result of
the weather and other unforeseen cir-
cumstances.       

10:00 Leon Hobson, Director of
Public Works/County Engineer

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative Services;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; and Lyndal Nyberg,
League of Women Voters, attended. 

Hobson presented the Public
Works Department Commission
Project list.

Hobson said the City agreed to
send Riley County a letter of intent
for the Konza water and sewer proj-
ects.

Johnson asked Hobson to contact
Geary County to ask them to send a
letter on the K-18 project.

Kearns asked for an update on the
County shop site funding. 

Shepek said she is working on a
shop site update.

10:15 Bob Isaac, Planner
Clancy Holeman, Counselor/

Director of Administrative Services;
Lyndal Nyberg, League of Women
Voters; and Craig Cox, Assistant

County Commission Minutes
County Counselor, attended.

Newsome opened the public hear-
ing to amend sections 2, 6, and 7 of
the Riley County zoning regulations
for group homes.

Kearns moved to remove from the
table the consideration to amend
Sections 2, 6, and 7 of the Riley
County Zoning Regulations regard-
ing group homes and various types
of contractors, contractors shops,
contractor’s offices, and contractor’s
storage yards. Johnson seconded.
Carried 3-0. 

Isaac presented for consideration
amendments to Sections 2, 6, and 7
of the Riley County Zoning
Regulations regarding group homes
and various types of contractors,
contractors shops, contractor’s
offices, and contractor’s storage
yards.

Newsome closed the public hear-
ing.

Kearns moved to approve
“Resolution No. 070708-36,
Resolution amending the Riley
County zoning regulations in Riley
County, Kansas.” Johnson seconded.

Carried 3-0.
The Board of County

Commissioners signed Riley County
Personnel Action Forms for the fol-
lowing:

Joshua Chumbley, a new hire, as a
Temporary Election Worker, in the
County Clerk-Elections Department,
at a grade 1 step 1, at $7.68 per hour.

Kevin Oliveras, a new hire, as a
Temporary Election Worker, in the
County Clerk-Elections Department,
at a grade 1 step 1, at $7.68 per hour.

Becky Cowan, a new hire, as a
Temporary Election Worker, in the
County Clerk-Elections Department,
at a grade 1 step 1, at $7.68 per hour.

Elke Weese, a new hire, as a
Temporary Election Worker, in the
County Clerk-Elections Department,
at a grade 1 step 1, at $7.68 per hour.

10:30 Kearns moved to adjourn.
Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0. 

Alvan JohnsonBob Newsome Mike Kearns

come in to discuss the matter.
Shepek provided a list of CIP

imperative, non-funded projects, and
annualized non-funded projects.

9:30 Press Conference
Jennifer Wilson, County Extension

Director; Barry Wilkerson, County
Attorney; Gregg Eyestone, County
Extension Agent; Becky Topliff,
Court Administrator; Dennis
Peterson, Director of Noxious Weed;
Leon Hobson, Director of Public
Works/County Engineer; Cheryl
Collins, Museum Curator; Bill
Felber, Manhattan Mercury; Lyndal
Nyberg, League of Women Voters;
and Scott Miller, KMAN, attended.

Wilson reported the Riley County
Fair officially begins July 24, 2008 –
July 28, 20008. Wilson discussed the
Riley County Fair activities and
events.

Wilkerson discussed the Supreme
Court’s decision on juveniles’ right
to a jury trial. Wilkerson said he does
not anticipate an increase of 40-50
jury trials due to the decision.

Eyestone said bag worms can be
treated now with insecticide.
Eyestone said squash bugs can also
be treated with insecticide. Eyestone
said brown patch disease will effect
fescue this time of year.

Eyestone said applying mulches
can help manage landscapes.
Eyestone said air space should be left
against the base of trees. Eyestone
said the Master Gardeners will have
a booth at the Riley County Fair.

Topliff presented a painting
offered to Riley County by Oscar
Larmer, a local artist who was a KSU
art professor from 1956-1989. The
water color painting is titled “The
Jury is out” and was painted by Mr.
Larmer when he was attending a trial
in Judge Jerry Mershon’s courtroom
prior to 1981 and prior to the court-
house renovation. He donated the art
piece believing that is should be
placed in the Riley County
Courthouse. 

Johnson moved to accept the water
color painting titled “The Jury is
Out” painted by Mr. Larmer and
include it in the Riley County inven-
tory. Kearns seconded. Carried 3-0.

Peterson stated KDHE is offering
a Kansas Mercury Collection
Program. Peterson said florescent
bulbs do not qualify, but the Riley
County HHW program already col-
lects those.

Peterson said mercury has numer-
ous health threats. Peterson said the
program will run from July 14, 2008
– September 13, 2008.

Hobson reported on the following
projects:

On the Marlatt Avenue project:  
There was little activity on this

project last week. The contractor did
pour the 85 foot section which had
previously been removed along with
some other housekeeping activities.

This coming week they will con-
struct the curb along the 85 foot
replacement section, work on laying
out intersections and driveways and
install a pipe on the east end of the
project.    

Our next three projects are in the
final stages of construction and we
anticipate completion of these proj-
ects within 45 days.

For the project on Wildcat Creek
Road:  

The Contractor completed the road
transition from Wildcat Creek Road
onto Eureka Drive as well as sawed
and cleaned joints on the north half
of the project including the intersec-
tion.  They also were able to get one
of the bridge approach slabs poured.

First thing this week County crews
are scheduled to complete the tie-in
between the concrete paving and the
gravel portion of Wildcat Creek
Road.  As soon as this is completed
the intersection at Wildcat Creek
Road and Eureka Drive can be re-
opened, hopefully later today. 

Also, this week the contractor will
continue sawing and sealing the
joints on the north half of the project,
continue to work on the bridge
approaches and continue to work on
the grading behind the curbs.   

At the Natalie’s Creek Bridge proj-
ect 

There was no activity on this proj-

Grizzly’s Grill
Mon-Thurs: 11am-9pm

Fri-Sat: 11am-10pm

Sun: 11am-2:30pm

Home Cookin’
Featuring Daily Lunch and Dinner Specials

3003 Anderson, #945, Manhattan, KS 66503 

(Plaza West Shopping Center)                785-532-9100
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299 Sarber Ln 539-1040

5004 Murry Road
Manhattan, Kansas 66503

(785) 776-1111

On Site Manager - Good Security Fence
Open 7 Days

All Sizes - Competitive Prices

Charlson and Wilson Bonded Abstracter, Inc.
Tide Office: 111 N. 4th Street, Manhattan, Ks 66502

(785)565-4800 FAX (785) 5654804

Escrow/Closing Office: 1213 Hylton Heights, Suite 121, Manhattan, Ks

66502

(785) 537-2900 FAX (785) 537-2904

E-Mail: info@charlsonandwilson.com Web Site:www.charlsonandwil-

son.com

Complete title plant/title services available: Abstracts - Title Insurance

- Escrows/Closings

Member: American & Kansas Land Title Associations

Don’s Stump

Removal & Tree

Service

Tom Van Slyke, Owner

(785) 776-3620

Thank These Free Press Advertisers

539-1040209 Sarber Ln
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The Board of County
Commissioners 

Of Riley County, Kansas
The Regular meeting of the Board of

County Commissioners met at the Riley
County Plaza East Building July 10,
2008 with the following members pres-
ent:  Bob Newsome, Chairman; Alvan
Johnson, Vice Chair; Mike Kearns,
Member; and Rich Vargo, County Clerk.

8:30 Public Comment & Business
Meeting

Clancy Holeman, Counselor/Director
of Administrative Services; Cindy
Volanti, Human Resource Coordinator;
Gary Rosewicz, Assistant County
Engineer; Brad Schoen, Director of Riley
County Police Department; Pat Collins,
Director of Emergency Management;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer; Bill Felber, Manhattan Mercury;
Greg McHenry, Appraiser; Lyndal
Nyberg, League of Women Voters; and
Leon Hobson, Director of Public
Works/County Engineer, attended.

Haile reported REACH purchased
donuts for everyone today. 

Haile reported REACH collected
$745.00 for tornado relief. Haile said half
will go to the Salvation Army and half to
Red Cross.

P. Collins reported we did receive the
Presidential Declaration for public assis-
tance.

Volanti stated employees attended
Jerry Graves’ funeral yesterday. Volanti
asked if the Board would consider adopt-
ing a policy allowing 2½ hours funeral
leave for Riley County employees to
attend Riley County present and retired
employee’s funerals.

Johnson moved to adopt a policy
allowing 2½ hours funeral leave for
Riley County employees to attend Riley
County employee’s funerals including
Jerry Graves’ funeral. Kearns seconded.
Carried 3-0.

Volanti stated McGrath met with the
Classification Committee on Tuesday,
July 9, 2008.

McHenry discussed the Highland
Ridge Apartments memo to tenants stat-
ing their rent increase is due to action
taken by the County Commission.

McHenry stated the increase is attrib-
uted to the Court of Tax Appeals (COTA)
determination that tax credit housing is
no longer tax exempt, but now at market
value.

McHenry said this was initiated by a
Miami County court case, which is now
in the Court of Appeals.

Johnson suggested contacting
Highland Ridge Apartments.

Newsome suggested Holeman write
the owners of Highland Ridge
Apartments a letter explaining the cir-
cumstances.

Hobson said tubes in one of the boilers
at the LEC are leaking and they are look-
ing at options to fix the problem. Hobson
asked for a waiver of the Procurement
Policy bidding procedure due to the
emergency nature of the situation.

Johnson said he is comfortable as long
as Hobson provides information showing
the price we are paying is reasonable.

Kearns said various dealers should be
contacted.

Schoen said the boiler affected, serves
the kitchen area.

Johnson moved to authorize the waiv-
er from the Procurement Policy proce-
dure to sole source the repairs to the boil-
er at the LEC. Kearns seconded. Carried
3-0. 

Newsome said at Randolph on July 5,
2008 he saw a number of police, ambu-
lance, and other emergency vehicles and
is concerned with the price of gas.

P. Collins said the Central Command
Post was used to assist personnel.

Schoen said there were five Riley
County Police Department vehicles at
Randolph that day. Schoen said there are
normally four vehicles in the county on
any given day. Schoen said the one K-9
unit was used as public relations.

Johnson said he had a call from some-
one in Leonardville inquiring about
RCPD’s K-9 unit and requesting it be
seen in the rural areas.

Johnson said his only concern is when
there are three police cars in the roadway
obstructing traffic when one would suf-
fice.

Newsome said he is not a believer in
the current system, which requires the
City and County to fund what budget the
Law Board approves.

Johnson said the majority of the vehi-
cles at Randolph were vehicles from the
rural areas and not all drove from the
City of Manhattan.

Johnson said he met with the Riley
City Council and they gave him the name
of Elaine Brukenhoff for an appointment
to the Animal Control Committee.

Johnson said Warren Walters com-
plained about the yard at 2402 Rogers.
Johnson said he called Planning and
Development and could not get a hold of
anyone. Johnson asked Holeman to con-
tact Peterson about the lot.

Kearns said he received a letter from
Alan Clark about musk thistle.

Kearns said Pickering Road was flood-
ed and asked about the status of the
bridge.

Hobson said the plans are done and
they are needing funding.

9:06 Robert Nall, Information
Technology Director

Dawn Shoffner, Information
Technology Specialist; Clancy Holeman,
Counselor/Director of Administrative
Services; Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer; Leon Hobson, Director
of Public Works/County Engineer; Gary
Rosewicz, Assistant County Engineer;
and Lyndal Nyberg, League of Women
Voters, attended.

Nall requested cell phone data service
for the Information Systems Department.
Nall said it will be funded from the
Information Systems budget.

The Board of County Commissioners,
by consensus, agreed to allow
Information Systems maintain the use of
the data service, and to be funded by the
Information Systems budget.

Kearns asked if the trees at the 3961
Frog Holler intersection blind spot have
been removed.

Vargo said not at this time. 
Hobson said Peterson removed brush

along roads.
Kearns moved to sign the Real Estate

Tax Roll Correction for Perry H. Webb
(151-01-0-30-02-002.00-0) for tax year
2007 as a result of a Payment Under
Protest with the County Appraiser. This
results in a decrease in tax dollars of
$254.70. Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0.

Kearns moved to sign the Real Estate
Tax Roll Correction for Clifton L.
McCann Et Ux  (189-31-0-40-02-
006.00-0) for tax year 2007 as a result of
a Payment Under Protest with the County
Appraiser. This results in a decrease in
tax dollars of $277.44. Johnson second-
ed. Carried 3-0.

Kearns moved to sign the Real Estate
Tax Roll Correction for Joseph G. Haug
Sr.  (204-18-2-20-21-007.00-0) for tax
year 2007 as a result of a Payment Under
Protest with the County Appraiser. This
results in a decrease in tax dollars of
$519.20. Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0.

Kearns moved to sign the Real Estate
Tax Roll Correction for the Manhattan
Area Housing Partnership, Inc.  (204-18-
2-60-30-010.00-0) exempted per State
Board of Tax Appeals Docket #2008-

1762-TX beginning April 20, 2007. This
results in a decrease in tax dollars of
$1,430.68. Johnson seconded. Carried 3-
0.

Kearns moved to approve Change
Order #1 for the LEC Enhancement
Project with Ron Fowles Construction
Management Services in the amount of
$2,278.00 for a total adjusted Contract
Price of $69,995.00. Johnson seconded.
Carried 3-0.

Johnson moved to approve the minutes
of July 7, 2008 as amended. Kearns sec-
onded. Carried 3-0.

9:16 Lyle Butler, Manhattan Area
Chamber of Commerce

Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer; Lyndal Nyberg, League of
Women Voters; and Scott Miller,
KMAN, attended.

Butler discussed the Chamber of
Commerce events and projects.

The Board of County Commissioners,
by consensus, agreed to authorize KAC
to vote in behalf of Riley County at the
NACo Convention.

9:30 Todd Lowe – Conference Call
Leon Hobson, Director of Public

Works/County Engineer; Gary
Rosewicz, Assistant County Engineer;
Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance
Officer; Craig Cox, Assistant County
Counselor; Scott Miller, KMAN; Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director of
Administrative Services; and Lyndal
Nyberg, League of Women Voters,
attended.

Lowe did not call in.
Johnson moved to table the Petition

for paving district in Blue River Hills.
Kearns seconded. Carried 3-0.

9:42 Clancy Holeman, Counselor/
Director of Administrative Services

Administrative Work Session
Johnette Shepek, Budget and Finance

Officer; Craig Cox, Assistant County
Counselor; Leon Hobson, Director of
Public Works/County Engineer; Gary
Rosewicz, Assistant County Engineer;
Rod Meredith, Assistant Director of
Public Works/Parks Director; and Scott
Miller, KMAN, attended.

Holeman discussed the LEC flooding
liability issue.

Holeman said members of public
boards are invited to the next Chamber
Board meeting on Tuesday, to discuss
public building projects.

Kearns asked the status of the LEC
expansion.

The Board of County Commissioners
will attend a Chamber Board Meeting on
Tuesday, July 15, 2008 at 3:30 p.m. at the
Chamber of Commerce Meeting Room.

10:20 Johnette Shepek, Budget and
Finance Officer

2009 Budget Development Worksheet
Clancy Holeman, Counselor/Director

of Administrative Services; Kathy
Carpenter, Legal Assistant, County
Attorney’s Office; Rod Meredith,
Assistant Director of Public Works/Parks
Director; Lyndal Nyberg, League of
Women Voters; Bill Felber, Manhattan
Mercury; Becky Topliff, Court
Administrator; Charlotte Shawver,
Register of Deeds; Greg McHenry,
Appraiser; Dennis Peterson, Director of

Noxious Weed; Leon Hobson, Director
of Public Works/County Engineer;
Jennifer Wilson, County Extension
Director; Shelly Williams, Community
Corrections Director; Scott Miller,
KMAN; John Cowan, GIS Coordinator;
and Pat Collins, Director of Emergency
Management, attended. 

Shepek presented the 2009 budget
development worksheet.

Shepek asked if the Board would like
to schedule time on Monday for depart-
ment heads to discuss with the Board of
County Commissioners how the pro-
posed budgets may affect services.

Kearns said he would like to discuss
CIP funding during the process.

Newsome said the commission agreed
to hold ad valorem taxes at the same
level as this year because people are hurt-
ing.

Newsome said the commission under-
stands people need relief.

Kearns said every once in a while it
does not hurt for government to go on a
diet.

Newsome said food and everything is
up making it tough on people.

Johnson said this will create difficult
times for people coming in during 2010
requesting funds for additional projects.

10:52 Leon Hobson, Director of
Public Works/County Engineer

Julie Merklin, League of Women
Voters; Johnette Shepek, Budget and

Utterings By Bob....
“Newsome said at Randolph on

Saturday there were multiple police,
ambulance, and emergency vehicles
there. Newsome said at gas prices,
should a policy be developed to limit
the use of fuel?” 

July 7, 2008

Finance Officer; Lyndal Nyberg, League
of Women Voters; Richard Jahnke; and
Pat Collins, Director of Emergency
Management, attended.

Hobson said there are currently forty-
one soon to be forty-two individual
grinder pumps on the Terra Heights
sewer system. Hobson said recently three
pumps have gone out. Hobson said the
district is currently out of money Hobson
said it will take approximately $10,295
to cover annual shortfalls, which will
require an additional fee of almost $21
per month. Hobson said there may be the
need to borrow funds in the near future to
keep the district operational.

Hobson said the system could be
changed to return the responsibility for
the maintenance/replacement of pumps
to the homeowner.

Johnson stated it would not be fair to
change the system while many of them
have been paying into the capital funds to
replace pumps. Johnson said the more
fair way to implement the change would
be after the home sells.

Newsome said we need to sit down
with the people, but the most fair would
be to increase the monthly fees.

Johnson suggested sending letters to
all the residents explain the situation.

Hobson recommended scheduling a
public meeting on the Terra Heights
Sewer fund.

Hobson said he will come back with a

recommendation and then schedule the
meeting with the public. 

The Board of County Commissioners
agreed Hobson should look into chang-
ing the policy on new houses and owners
in the Terra Heights Sewer Benefit
District.

11:09 Rod Meredith, Assistant
Director of Public Works/Parks Director

Green Energy
Leon Hobson, Director of Public

Works/County Engineer; Johnette
Shepek, Budget and Finance Officer;
Lyndal Nyberg, League of Women
Voters; Richard Jahnke; Clancy
Holeman, Counselor/Director of
Administrative Services; and Pat Collins,
Director of Emergency Management,
attended.

Meredith said Johnson Controls has
done some preliminary work on assess-
ing the cost of a wind turbine at the shop.

Meredith said the wind tower is not
feasible unless the wind turbine is donat-
ed.

Meredith said it will take $2 million in
renewable capital cost.

Kearns moved to sign a letter to Ed
Keating, Overland Property Group, con-
cerning a fax received on Highland
Ridge Apartment Homes’ stationery.
Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0.

11:25 Kearns moved to adjourn.
Johnson seconded. Carried 3-0. 

County Commission Minutes



McDonald said the new industries
he and his colleagues hope to create
would make such innovations as a
new generation of artificial hips and
instant battlefield bone splints. The
devices would be invented in
Wichita by a team of scientists, some
of whom are already at work in
bioresearch at Via Christi Regional
Medical Center.

The money would create a Center
of Innovation for Biomaterials in
Orthopedic Research, which would
be located next to the new Jabara

Training Facility, adjacent to Jabara
Airport.

A decision is expected early next
year.

Over 15 years, the authority
expects to invest $580 million in
state funding to promote the devel-
opment of bioscience companies and
research. It will decide in 2009
whether to give the grant to Wichita.

Classifieds
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Adoption
ADOPT: A young happily married

financially secure couple with
daughter long to share hearts and
home with newborn. Expenses paid.
Lauri/ Jonathan 1866-227-7747, Pin
7918.

ADOPTION - Loving financially
secure  married couple want to give
your newborn our love and a happy
and secure home. Call our attorney
about Amy/Ira 800-492-2011.

Auctions
‘57 ‘Fuelie’ Corvette, ‘71 Chevelle

SS Cvt, ‘73 Jaguar XKE and more!
The Branson Auction, Sept. 12 & 13.
Consign your car today! 800-335-
3063. www.bransonauction.com.

Business Opportunity
ALL CASH CANDY ROUTE. Do

you earn $800 in a day? Your own
local candy route. Includes 30
Machines and Candy. All for $9995.
1-888-753-3441.

Career Opportunity
The United States Border Patrol is

now hiring.  Agent salary is approxi-
mately $70,000 per year within the
first three years of employment.
Border Patrol Agents enjoy excellent
federal benefits that include medical
and retirement plans.  Call 1-888-
376-6419 or visit www.borderpa-
trol.gov.

Educational
Airlines Are Hiring - Train for

high paying Aviation Maintenance
Career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified. Job place-
ment assistance. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance. (888) 349-
5387.

Attend College Online from home.
Medical, business, paralegal, com-

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) _ Wichita
State University is asking the state
for a $31 million, five-year grant to
invent and build new medical indus-
tries.

The goal is to create medical
devices from composites light-
weight, pliable and strong similar to
those that have revolutionized the
aircraft industry.

``We don’t just have a plan _ we
have a damned good plan,’‘ said
David McDonald, who’s hoping to
turn Wichita into a sort of Silicon
Valley for orthopedic surgeons.

McDonald, a biologist and associ-
ate provost for research and graduate
school dean at Wichita State, sug-
gested to aerospace engineers and
local doctors two years ago that
Wichita’s composite materials scien-
tists might be able to invent new
medical devices.

McDonald is the primary author of
a 100-page business plan mailed to
the Kansas Bioscience Authority on
Friday. He said the authority has told
him they hope to meet with
researchers again in Wichita in early
September to discuss the proposal.

Wichita is one of only seven com-
posite manufacturing clusters in the
world and one of only three in the
U.S. Wichita is the only place in the
world with the unique blend of air-
craft composite engineers, orthope-
dic surgeons, composite materials
manufacturers and skilled workers
needed for the project, according to
the proposal.

Most of all, McDonald said,
Wichita has the National Institute for
Aviation Research, one of the few
outfits with scientists expert at test-
ing composite materials.

WSU Asks For $31 Million for New Medical Devices

& ASSOCIATES, INC
720 POYNTZ AVENUE

MANHATTAN, KS  66502

Serving your
insurance

needs BEST

(785)539-7576

   Independent
  Insurance
Agent

puters, criminal justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer available.
Financial aid if qualified. Call 866-
858-2121, www.CenturaOnline.com.

MISSOURI WELDING INSTI-
TUTE. Nevada, Missouri. Become a
Certified Pipe/Structural Welder.
Graduate in 18 weeks, earn up to
$35/hour. Companies calling weekly
searching for our graduates. 1-800-
667-5885.

For Sale
Pool Cool! Cool Off in a Huge

31’x19’ Pool w/deck, fence, filter,
ladders. Only $799! 100% financing!
w.a.c. Install extra. 3-Day
Installation! Call! 1(800)852-7946
limited area.

Help Wanted
Heavy Equipment Training.

Cranes-Dozers-Loaders. Huge Job
Demand. National Certification.
Licensed by OBPVS. Oklahoma
College of Construction, 280
Quadrom, OKC, OK.
www.Heavy9.com. 1-866-726-0577.

Hundreds of Health Care Jobs
Available! Connect with Kansas
employers at
www.KSHealthJobs.net. Search for
Kansas positions – post your resume
– apply on-line. Absolutely FREE.
Visit www.KSHealthJobs.net.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
CDL-A DRIVERS: Expanding

Fleet offering Regional/OTR runs.
Outstanding Pay Package. Excellent
Benefits. Generous Hometime.
Lease Purchase on ‘07 Peterbilts.
NATIONAL CARRIERS 1-888-
707-7729.

www.nationalcarriers.com.

Drivers-Flatbed .44 /Mi Recent
Avg all miles Paid. Immediate
Openings! New Peterbilt Trucks
Available (to those who qualify,
while supplies last) 866-290-1568.

Drivers-Flatbed .44 /Mi Recent

Avg all miles Paid. Immediate
Openings! Peterbilts Available 800-
771-6318.

Drivers-Students: Drive a Big Rig!
Sponsored Training/Tuition
Reimbursement Available! Possible
$40k 1st year! Exp’d Drivers ask
about our $5000 Sign-on!
www.ffeinc.com. 800-569-9232.

Drivers: 13 Drivers Needed! Sign-
on Bonus. 35-42 cpm. Earn over
$1000 weekly. Excellent Benefits.
Need CDL-A and 3 mos recent OTR.
800-635-8669.

The Only Call you Need to Make!
OTR Drivers wanted. Prepass
EZPass. Every 60K miles raises.
2006 newer equipment. APU
Equipped Passenger/Pet Policy.
100% No touch. Butler Transport. 1-
800-528-7825.

Legal Services
Social Security disability claims;

Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law.  No recovery, No fee!  1-800-
259-8548.

Sporting Goods
Gun Show! July 19-20. Sat 9-5 &

Sun. 9-3. Topeka. Kansas
Expocentre. (19th St. & Topeka
Blvd.) Buy-Sell-Trade. Info: (563)
927-8176.

Steel Buildings For Sale
20x8x8; 40x8x8; 48x8.5x9.5

SHIPPING CONTAINERS.
Camlock doors, hardwood floors
support forklift. Delivery available.
1-785-655-9430 Solomon; 620-277-
2367 Garden City.www.chuckhen-
ry.com complete web listing, photos,
specs, pricing.

No Seconds, No Cancelled Sales,
nothing but great service & selection
on high quality steel buildings.
Sentinel Building Systems, 800-327-
0790 ad 26, www.sentinelbuild-
ings.com.

eFreePress
Subscriptions 

Are Free
Each Wednesday and Saturday

Receive The Complete Manhattan

Free Press In Your e-mail.

Subscribe Today at

efreepress@kansas.net

NEWSPAPERS:
Newspapers are changing and so are we. For one

thing, the Free Press feels the newspaper subscrip-

tions are a thing of the past. Young people will

read newspapers, they just may not want to pay

for one.

Send us an e-mail to efreepress@kansas.net and

you will receive the Manhattan Free Press twice a

week for free. The files will be large so dial-up

service customers may not want to subscribe.

Priceless
Take One
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Alumni and friends of Kansas StateUniversity contributed a record $91.5million to the KSU Foundation duringthe fiscal year that ended June 30, 2007.This is the second highest giving total inthe 63-year history of the foundation.Fiscal year 2007 also saw a favorableinvestment return of 19.3 percent on thefoundation’s endowment fund, whichwas valued at $335 million on June 30.“We are thrilled to announce our sec-ond year of more than $90 million incontributions for K-State,” said Dennis

von Waaden, Austin, Texas, chairman ofthe KSU Foundation Board of Trustees.“During the final phase of the $500 mil-lion Changing Lives Campaign for K-State, we want the 47,854 alumni andfriends who contributed this year toknow that their generosity makes a last-ing impact on K-State’s ability to growand thrive. We would especially like tothank the 8,738 donors who made gifts toK-State for the first time in this past fis-cal year.”
Of the $91.5 million total received

during the fiscal year, $51.7 million wasreceived in cash, and $39.8 million wascommitted through pledges and deferredgifts, which will come to the university ata later date. Donors established 195 newscholarships and 7 faculty chairs or pro-fessorships. Over the course of theChanging Lives Campaign, which beganin 2000, a total of 865 new scholarshipsand 57 faculty chairs and professorshipshave been established.
“K-State is truly honored to havealumni and friends whose loyalty and

Editorial
By Jon A. Brake

If you think your Riley CountyProperty Taxes have soared skyhigh, wait until the Riley CountyCommission pushes though theirnew Public Building Commission(PBC). Your taxes will be higherthan the Commission’s plannedRiley County Office Building sky-scraper.
Here is the problem: If theCounty forms a building commis-sion the voters of Manhattan andRiley County will never vote onanother City, County or SchoolDistrict building again. All theCity, County or School Districtwill have to do is go to the PBCand three people will pass it.

If you were to ask the CountyCommissioners today about thePBC or a new Riley County OfficeBuilding and Jail, they would tellyou that is something they are lookat for the future. But, to theseCommissioners the future is now.
Here is what they have done todate (that we know of): 
1. They have had one or moremeetings with a consultant onforming a Public BuildingCommission.

They were told:
a. They can form a PublicBuilding Commission.
b. They can appoint them-selves to the PBC.

2. They have been talking withthe First Christian Church andCrums Beauty College about thepurchase of their properties next tothe County Courthouse.

3. They have hired BowmanBowman and Novick Inc., localArchitects to study and analyzespace needs, options,

County Taxes To Soar Sky High
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generosity are unmatched,” said JonWefald, president of Kansas StateUniversity. “Just one-quarter of the uni-versity’s operating budget now comesfrom the state. The remainder of theoperating budget comes from threesources: tuition, grants and contracts, andprivate philanthropic support giventhrough the KSU Foundation. The col-laborative efforts of the donors, the uni-versity staff and the foundation staff areproviding a margin of excellence at K-State.”

The KSU Foundation coordinatesfundraising efforts with alumni, friends,corporations and foundations to encour-age private support for the benefit ofKansas State University.
County totals:

COUNTY: GIFT TOTAL NO. OF GIFTS

Allen       $144,397.00        80Anderson         $9,575.00            42Atchison            $19,640.31           88Barber               $6,057.00             49Barton               $269,170.00        369Bourbon            $5,365.00             62Brown $168,743.74       191Butler                $153,196.71       432Chase                 $13,495.00        43Chautauqua        $1,545.00 12Cherokee            $3,610.41          33Cheyenne           $3,881.00          35Clark                 $82,157.90         51Clay                  $91,294.96         286Cloud                $93,395.00         211Coffey               $573,282.89       96Comanche         $3,525.00           17Cowley             $569,290.00        209Crawford          $22,077.00          137Decatur            $29,098.30           45Dickinson        $186,512.88         543Doniphan         $32,182.00           98Douglas           $142,757.40         602Edwards           $21,055.00          36Elk                  $5,825.00             57Ellis                $122,522.56         248Ellsworth $45,348.00        114Finney               $314,886.60       350Ford                  $170,945.20       200Franklin            $36,585.00         123Geary               $408,975.20        472Gove                 $30,142.23         56Graham             $3,870.00           20Grant                $8,446.00           54Gray                 $91,839.12         75Greeley             $2,482.17           16Greenwood        $25,705.00         76Hamilton           $3,215.00            21Harper              $53,070.00           63Harvey             $176,023.39         331Haskell            $21,300.00            55Hodgeman       $4,410.00              28Jackson            $86,362.41          186Jefferson          $29,196.00          130Jewell              $29,677.00            66Johnson       $4,768,207.07       5,527Kansas             $4,090.00              17Kearny             $215,776.50          44Kingman          $104,985.68           85Kiowa              $4,275.00               21

Labette            $42,765.72             75Lane                $36,647.38             53Leavenworth    $142,850.00         285Lincoln            $13,587.88            71Linn                 $2,645.00             49Logan              $32,642.00            50Lyon                $343,631.66        233Marion             $65,012.00          113Marshall           $356,529.50        330Mc Pherson      $168,027.38        521Meade              $4,345.00             31Miami              $74,118.50          199Mitchell           $102,889.98         229Montgomery    $506,715.00         209Morris             $100,628.60         230Morton            $430.00                   6Nemaha           $158,716.00         221Neosho            $38,435.48           125Ness                $17,460.55             66Norton             $44,651.70            54Osage              $42,435.00           168Osborne           $7,810.00               41Ottawa             $33,195.92           142Pawnee            $155,402.19          139Phillips            $355,730.11           88Pottawatomie   $864,632.99         940Pratt                $100,526.00         156Rawlins           $2,480.00              35Reno               $443,687.33         690Republic          $71,866.88          157Rice                $49,203.27          153Riley           $15,847,263.59    14,446Rooks             $12,790.00              68Rush               $2,076.00                25Russell           $44,188.06            112Saline           $5,413,297.54       1,503Scott               $121,646.12           121Sedgwick     $7,219,448.07        3,166Seward          $33,810.00               84Shawnee      $2,544,171.12        2,666Sheridan        $6,950.00                  35Sherman        $10,920.00                42Smith            $10,999.96                59Stafford         $22,820.00                82Stanton          $2,135.00                 25Stevens          $3,900.00                 50Sumner          $68,340.00              121Thomas         $42,414.93              111Trego            $5,212.17                  25Wabaunsee    $31,066.86              213Wallace         $3,335.00                  22Washington   $49,907.72               207 Wichita         $7,707.90                  35Wilson          $7,430.00                  58Woodson       $15,910.00                34Wyandotte     $84,824.90               271Total $45,405,728.59        41,642 

Mercy Regional Health Center isseeking original works of art for itsupcoming The Art of HeART CareFine Art Exhibition, on displayNovember 29 through mid-Februaryat Mercy Regional. The exhibition isintended to introduce The HeartInstitute at Mercy Regional, whichoffers interventional cardiac servicesfor residents of the Flint Hills andsurrounding communities.
The exhibition is part of a largercampaign that will begin thisOctober called The Art and Scienceof Health Care. The campaign aimsto create awareness about new andexpanded services at MercyRegional, including interventionalcardiology, critical/intensive careservices, and state-of-the-art imaging

and cost estimates 
of a new building.

4. They are talking 
about a new County 
Office Building and a
new Jail. The August 13, 
2007 minutes quote 
Commissioner Bob
Newsome as saying: “It is 
my dream to retain the
Courthouse and Carnagie
Building and the Courts, 
the Attorneys, and the Jail be 
tied together.”

It is simple, if the Commissionersappoint a Public BuildingCommission, it will be BobNewsome dream and the taxpayersnightmare.

“Last week the Commission “talked” with GregVahrenberg, U.S. Bancorp Piper Jaffray and MaryCarson, Triplett, Woolf, & Garretson consultantsall. Carson told the Commissioners what theywanted to hear: “A PBC (Public BuildingCommission) may issue revenue bonds to financepublic building construction and improvements.The bonds of the PBC are paid from revenues thePBC obtains from leasing pubic buildings to cities,counties, school districts and state and federalagencies.” (Manhattan Free Press - April 25, 2007from Minutes of the Riley County Commission)

The Public Building Commission

Another statement by
Carson was: “The
Commissioners may
appoint themselves as the
governing body of the
PBC. In fact, this is
apparently common and,
in my opinion, practical.”
(Minutes of the April 2007
County Commission
Meeting on forming a
Public Building
Commission

The PBC

Commissioner Newsome said his dream is to retain the Courthouse and
Carnagie Building and the Courts, the Attorneys, and the Jail be it tied together.
Newsome said another high-rise building for the other offices. (Riley County
Minutes August 13, 2007)

Perceived Space Needs

Perceived Space Needs
Last week the Commissioners talked with BrentBowman of Bowman Bowman Novick Inc. Architectsabout his proposal to analyze the options, and costestimates for the new building. Bowman’s proposalwould cost the County $56,864.00.

Bowman has already performed a space needsstudy and analyzed the Christian Church in regardsto additional space for Riley County.Bowman discussed the over utilization and reno-vation needs of the Courthouse Office Building withthe Commission. 
Commissioner Mike Kearns asked how extensiveof renovations are needed to the office building.Bowman said the question could be answeredthrough further analysis. (Manhattan Free Press -August 22, 2007 from Minutes of the Riley CountyCommission)

Alumni Give Record Contributions To The KSU Foundation

capabilities. The additional servicesmake it possible for regional resi-dents to receive the best quality carewithout traveling far from home.
“The exhibition — and the cam-paign in general — is an innovativeway to juxtapose health care andtechnology with the fine arts,” saidRichard Allen, president and chiefexecutive officer of Mercy Regional.“We want to emphasize that ourmedical professionals are not onlyacademically and scientificallytrained, but artists in their ownright.”

Submitted entries should reflectThe Art of HeART Care theme,which is open to artist interpretation.Both professional and amateur orstudent artists are encouraged to

enter their 2D, 3D, fiber and jewelrywork in this juried competition. TheBest-of-Show winner will receive a$2,000 cash prize, and additionalprizes will be awarded depending onthe number of entries submitted ineach category.
In addition to being on display atthe hospital’s new HeART Gallery,invited entries will also be exhibitedat several Manhattan businesses inearly 2008. First-place and Best-of-Show winners will be auctioned atMercy Regional’s annual A Dress theHeart Gala in February, with pro-ceeds benefiting heart and vascularservices at the hospital.

“This exhibition is a tremendousway for both new and establishedartists to reach an additional audi-

ence and explore the relationshipbetween art and health care,” saidLydia Huber, vice president ofPlanning and Development. “I thinkthe opening of Mercy Regional’sHeART Gallery will have a very pos-itive effect on patients, staff and theenvironment of healing at MercyRegional.”
Entries are due November 1.Interested artists can visit www.mer-cyregional.org to download entryforms and learn more.
Mercy Regional Health Center islocated in Manhattan, Kan. The 120-bed hospital employs almost 1,000residents from the local and sur-rounding communities and supportsa medical staff of over 100 physi-cians.

Hospital Seeking Submissions For Art Exhibition

Not everyone is happy that DialRealty has announced that HyVeewill be in the DowntownRedevelopment area. 
City Staff and Dial Realty has saidin the past that the largest buildingwill be between 50,000 and 60,000sq. ft. The new HyVee is planning tostart at 80,000 and grow to 100,000sq. ft.

The original development commit-tee talked about not having a big boxstore. HyVee would be considered a“big box.”
The Manhattan Preservation Alliance

will hold a meeting Thursday nightto talk about the development.

Here is the e-mail sent out by theorganization Monday:
Greetings from the PreservationAlliance! This is an invitation toattend a meeting about downtownredevelopment. As many of you willremember, last February’sPreservation Summit brought togeth-er everyone in the PreservationCommunity to discuss their toppriorities.

One of the things that all the

groups agreed on was the need forcollective action when the culturalresources of the city threatened.
The MRCPA believes the pro-posed change to the North End rede-velopment is a real threat to the char-acter and preservation of our city.
Instead of restoring and re-usingthe historic Strausser house, Dialproposes to have it moved (or demol-ished) which will make itineligible for tax credits from thestate or federal government.Without tax credits, rehabilitationwill be economically unfeasible.

Secondly, the proposed changes tothe PUD will directly affect thenumber of housing units to be addedto the downtown. The plat for theHyVee totally eliminates the plannedhousing that would act as abuffer for the historic residentialneighborhood on the west side of4th street and will again limit thepotential for people to livedowntown—which we all know is akey ingredient in downtownrevitalization.

Opposition Growing To HyVee In Downtown Redevelopment District
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Conservatives Push For Senate Seats
By CARL MANNING
Associated Press Writer

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) _ Talk about
the dreaming impossible dreams can
elicit images of a cow jumping over
the moon, gasoline at a buck a gallon
and conservative Republicans in
charge of the Kansas Senate.

While cows don’t fly and gas
won’t be that cheap, the idea of con-
servatives in charge of the 40-mem-
ber chamber isn’t entirely impossible
and is giving moderates cause for
pause.

Going into the Aug. 5 primary, six
moderate incumbents face opposi-
tion from candidates endorsed by the
conservative Kansas Republican
Assembly. Add to that eight incum-
bents endorsed by the assembly and
the possibility of them picking up
seats in either August or the
November general election.

``This is pretty significant. We’re
concerned and working hard to make
sure our moderates are running good
campaigns,’‘ said Senate President
Steve Morris of Hugoton, who has a
primary opponent after running
unopposed in 2004.

Morris believes moderates will
prevail, but quickly adds, ``We can’t
take anything for granted. Things can
change. Voters can be pretty fickle.’‘

Conservative Sen. Phil Journey of
Haysville sees an opportunity.

``There is a significant potential
for changing the makeup of the
Senate and a possibility of changing
the political tilt of it,’‘ he said.
``Whether it is a probability remains
to be seen.’‘

There were 14 new senators after
the 2004 elections and Journey said,
``It wouldn’t surprise me to see eight
new ones next year.’‘

Joe Aistrup, head of the Kansas
State University Department of
Political Science, said it’s all part of
the political process _ conservatives

going after moderate incumbents and
moderates going after conservative
incumbents.

Aistrup said challenges against
incumbents on average are success-
ful about 20 percent of the time.
That’s not much, but then it wouldn’t
take much to shift the leadership
among Senate Republicans, which
holds 30 of the seats.

``They may pick up a couple of
seats, on the optimistic side maybe
two, and that could be enough to
change the dynamics,’‘ he said. ``If
they pick up a seat in the primary and
a couple of seats in the general elec-
tion, you could have a fundamentally
altered Senate.’‘

If conservatives take control, they
would decide the chamber’s presi-
dent, majority leader and who runs
the committees. They would be driv-
ing and everyone else riding.

Depending on who’s talking, it’s
either a concerted effort by conserva-
tives to oust moderates or just hap-
penstance so many conservatives are
running this year.

``A couple of them probably were
recruited by leaders in KRA, some
decided to run on their own and
some were recruited by others,’‘ said
Charlotte Esau, KRA executive
director.

Kris Van Meteren, a conservative
GOP strategist, said there’s no
orchestrated effort.

``A lot of people decided to run
and you can’t control that,’‘ he said.
``The ideological balance can shift at
any time. We have a good crop of
candidates this time. The old guard
moderates think it’s theirs to keep
but that isn’t always the case.’‘

But Morris thinks there’s definite-
ly an effort to go after moderates.

``If they say jump and you don’t
say how high, I guess you’re not with

them,’‘ he said.
Morris said facing tough primaries

are Sens. Dwayne Umbarger of
Thayer, Pete Brungardt of Salina and
Ruth Tiechman of Stafford. Each
heads a key committee _ Umbarger,
Ways and Means; Brungardt, Federal
and State Affairs and Tiechman,
Financial Institutions and Insurance.

``In those cases, the opponents
have been working a long time, even
before we got out of session,’‘ he
said.

Christian Morgan, Kansas
Republican Party executive director,
says the party is ``extremely uni-
fied.’‘

``I’m sure they each have their rea-
sons for running against the sitting
Republican senators, but I wouldn’t
call it a trend or a big deal,’‘ Morgan
said.

Aistrup, however, doesn’t view
state Republicans as all that unified.

``It’s because we have a divided
Republican Party,’‘ he said. ``In dis-
tricts where both sides of the party
represent substantial number of vot-
ers, you are going to see candidates
squaring off.’‘

A KRA endorsement KRA doesn’t
guarantee winning, but it can help.

``The endorsement helps them
with basic campaign financing from
their districts and from their part of
the state,’‘ Aistrup said. ``You will
see they will have a greater chance of
success.’‘

One moderate taking his conserva-
tive challenger seriously is
Umbarger, seeking a fourth term. He
faces Iris Van Meter, a former State
Board of Education member who
supported science testing standards
that questioned the theory of evolu-
tion and the mother of Kris Van
Meteren.

``It’s going to be conservative ver-
sus moderate,’‘ Umbarger said.
``They are going to talk about the

budget, the amount of debt the state
has gone into and blame the falling
economy on me.’‘

Umbarger said he’s not assuming
anything. Many senators are now ex-
senators because they underestimat-
ed their opponents.

``My campaign will be particular-
ly ugly. Any dirty trick in the book
will be pulled,’‘ he said.

On any given day, if the political
fortunes are properly aligned, any-
thing can happen.

Case in point: Harry Truman. He
went to sleep on election night in
1948 believing he had lost the presi-
dency but awoke the winner.

____

EDITOR’S NOTE: Carl Manning
has covered Kansas state govern-
ment and politics since 1998 for The
Associated Press. He also has cov-
ered state government for the AP in
Tennessee, Pennsylvania and
Missouri.

By Ron Wilson, director, Huck
Boyd National Institute for Rural 
Development at Kansas State
University.

Blueberries. Blackberries.
Strawberries. You know about all of
these, but what is a cackleberry?
Here´s a clue: It doesn´t grow on
trees, but it might be found in a nest.
Yes, a cackleberry is another name
for an egg. In today´s Kansas Profile,
we meet a farm family with an enter-
prise based on cackleberries - as in
those laid by chickens. 

Julie and Val Klenda farm near the
central Kansas town of Lincolnville.
They are natives of the area, having
grown up on farms nearby. Val was
farming when they were married.
Julie and Val went on to have six
children. Val now works for a neigh-
boring feedlot in addition to his
farming operation, and Julie works
for Cooperative Grain and Supply at
Hillsboro.

When they were first on the farm,
Julie had a few chickens on the place

over to Val and Julie´s place, and
started in the business.

Julie bought 500 chicks, raised
them for eggs, and started selling
them to neighbors and local grocery
stores. One day she picked up a used
egg carton which had the word
“cackleberry´ on it to describe the
eggs. She thought that was a catchy
way to describe eggs so she adopted
the name. Using the initials from
Julie and Val, her business is now
known as J and V Cackleberry Farm.

Having raised chickens in my life,
I think cackleberry is a fitting name.
If you think about how the shape of
an egg resembles a berry and if
you´ve ever heard a hen cackle after
laying an egg or being disturbed, it
seems very appropriate.

Today, the J and V Cackleberry
Farm produces more than 27,000
dozen eggs in a single year. The mar-
ket for their eggs is primarily region-
al. Julie sells to grocery stores,
restaurants, convenience stores,
schools, and individual customers in

Julie And Val Klenda - Cackleberry Farm
Kansas Profile - 

Now That’s Rural

the region.
Val and Julie raise their own corn,

milo and alfalfa and mix the feed
themselves. The eggs are hand-gath-
ered, cleaned, and packed into car-
tons. The chickens are not caged lay-
ers. The hens have wooden box nests
with straw. They are turned out dur-
ing the day and come in to roost at
night.

Julie says of her business, “It´s
fun, and it´s something I can do at
home on my own time.” To gather,
sort, clean, candle and package that
many eggs does require a lot of
work. At the time of her peak pro-
duction, Julie was getting 1,200 eggs
every day.

Julie says, “One of the good things
about being on the farm is that
there´s always something to do,
either work or fun - but it´s usually
work! My kids´ teachers always say
that my kids are good workers.”

The result of her work is locally
grown, high quality products. Julie
says, “One day I was in the store in

Herington and I noticed a customer
looking around. I said, `Can I help
you?´” Without knowing who Julie
was, the lady said, “I´m looking for
some of those cackleberry eggs.  I
sure don´t want the warehouse kind.”

That´s a sign of the high quality
and customer loyalty that has devel-
oped for J and V Cackleberry Farm.
It´s also a hallmark of life in rural
Kansas, as found on Julie and Val´s
farm near the rural town of
Lincolnville, population 226 people.

Now, that´s rural.
Blueberries. Blackberries.

Strawberries. Yes, you know all of
those, and now you know about the
cackleberry. We commend Julie and
Val Klenda and their family for mak-
ing a difference by building this
home-grown enterprise on the farm.

Thanks to the Klendas, we know
that the cackleberry is an egg, not a
fruit - but it is good to see that the
fruits of their labors have come home
to roost. 

Ron Wilson

just to have eggs for their own use.
Her mom had raised chickens for
years and sold the eggs to supple-
ment their grocery money.

One year Julie´s dad suggested
that she might try raising more
chickens, just as his wife had done.
So they got a license from the
Kansas Department of Agriculture,
moved a 20 by 40 foot chicken house

5935 Corporate Drive
Just west of the Manhattan Airport in the Tech Park

www.auth-florence.com

Come Join Our Team!!

Full Time and Summer Opportunities
First Shift   7:00am – 3:30pm

Second Shift  3:30pm - Midnight
Third Shift  10:30pm – 7:00am

We offer:
Excellent Advancement Opportunities

Vision and Dental Insurance
Blue Cross Health Insurance 

Paid Vacation

Florence Manufacturing is proud to be an 
Equal Opportunity Employer and 

Drug Free Workplace

March 1st - March 31st

Available at:

GGET THE VERY BEST FOR LESS*

www.porterpaints.com

*Mail-In Rebate. Limit 10 gallons. Based on availability.

SAVE $66 PER GALLON
on Silken Touch® Interior Paints, Permanizer®

Exterior Paints, Acri-Shield® Exterior Paints &
Primers, Super Acrylic™ Exterior Paints &
Portersept® Exterior Paints

SAVE $44 PER GALLON
on Hi-Hide® Interior Paint, Blankit™ Primers & 
Acri-Pro® 100 Exterior Paints & Primers

618 Fort Riley Blvd.
785-776-9740


